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FIGHTING FOR A SUSTAINABLE 
TOMORROW 

 

A sustainable future is in sight 
but we cannot take it for granted. 

We must fight for the future we all believe in. 
Former US Vice President Al Gore 

 

The reality of today is that we are faced with serious 
challenges as the movements we have made toward 
solutions are at risk.  Even as scientists announce that 
2016 was the hottest year on record, the new 
administration in our White House continues to deny what 
is evident, and we are uncertain of the future for ending 
the climate crisis. 
 
The work, education and actions we have taken as a 
congregation as we joined with other organizations these 
past years has always been to protect this precious planet 
and all its inhabitants.  It has been and is all about 
ensuring future generations have clean air, clean water, 
and a sustainable tomorrow. 
 
This is an important time in our history as we join with 
others, especially during the month of April as we 
celebrate Earth Day.  No doubt the fight ahead of us will 
be challenging and long, however, with millions of us 
standing together, we believe we have the numbers to 

The Principle of Stewardship 
 

The Catholic tradition insists 
that we show our respect 

for the Creator by our stewardship 
of creation. 

 
(Sharing Catholic Social Teaching: 

Challenges and Directions—Reflections 
of the U.S. Catholic Bishops) 

 

The steward is a manager, 
not an owner. 

In an era of rising consciousness 
about our physical environment, 

our tradition is calling us to a sense 
of moral responsibility  

or the protection of the environment--
croplands, grasslands, woodlands, 

air, water, minerals and 
other natural deposits. 

Stewardship responsibilities also  
look toward our use 

of our personal talents, 
our attention to personal health and 

our use of personal property. 
 

William J. Byron, S.J. 

 
 



win.  The following information is related to events that are taking place locally, nationally and 
globally.  In providing this information, it is our intent to increase awareness on the issue, 
provide opportunities to get involved, take action, join with others through social media, and 
incorporate reflection and prayer during these days. 
Last year, Pope Francis said, “I want the Church to go out into the streets.”  The opportunities 
we have ahead of us will not only see the Church going out into the streets but a world of 
committed organizations and individuals calling for action on climate change  If you can’t 
march, the websites included in this issue invite you to participate in a variety of ways that can 
make a difference for people and our planet. 
 

Climate change is a global problem with grave implications: 
environmental, social, economic, political and for the distribution of goods. 

It represents one of the principal challenges facing humanity in our day. 
Pope Francis, Laudato Si’ (25) 

 
 

PEOPLE’S CLIMATE MOVEMENT, APRIL 29TH, 2017 
                              Theme:  We Resist, We Build, We Rise 
The People’s Climate Movement is a collaboration of dozens of 
organizations working together to solve the climate crisis.  It started 
with the historic Peoples Climate March on the eve of the UN Climate 
Summit in September 2014 when 400,000 people from every walk of 
life marched through the streets of New York City demanding climate 
action. 
 

This year the main People’s Climate March in the US will be held in Washington, D.C., with 
“sister marches” in cities throughout North America and Europe.  In the Bay Area, public 
events are planned for Oakland, San Jose and San Francisco. 
 

Resist: Why a march on April 29th? 
At the end of April the new President will have been in office for 100 days.  The intent is to 
mark that day with a massive demonstration that shows that our resistance to the climate 
deniers is not going to wane or fade away. 
 

Build:  At the heart is a vision of a future that inspires us and give us hope.  It’s a vision 
that protects our families, our communities, and our climate.  Most important, it’s a vision we 
are building together. 
 

Rise: Together we lift up a common platform.  Together we rise in the face of the threats 
to our communities. 

The Peoples Climate March:   www.peoplesclimate.org 



April 22, 2017 March for Science 
        This date is specifically chosen to coincide  
                            with Earth Day. 
 

Theme:  “Science Not Silence” 
The March for Science is an international movement, 
led by organizers distributed around the globe.  The 
March for Science is about the role that science has in 
our lives and the essential role it must play in shaping 

decision and policies that affect us all.  The belief behind this event is the need to empower 
everyone with the knowledge to inspire action in defense of environmental protection. 

 

Staying silent is no longer an option. 
 

There will be a March for Science in Washington, D.C., with concurrent marches throughout 
the world.  Events are planned for Hayward, San Jose and San Francisco as well as other 
cities in the Bay Area. 
 

We need to build a global citizenry fluent in the concepts of climate change and 
aware of its unprecedented threat to our planet. 

Union of Concerned Scientists 
March for Science   www.marchforscience.com   

 
 

In partnership with the March for Science, The Earth Day Network has 
announced that the theme for Earth Day 2017 is “Environmental and 
Climate Literacy”.  The Earth Day Network will conduct a teach-in on 
the National Mall in conjunction with the March for Science in 
Washington, D.C. 
 
Urging everyone to Stand Up!  Join Up!  and Take Action!  The Earth 

Day Network has prepared an Earth Day 2017 Tool Kit to educate on environmental issues 
and empower all to take informed civic action to protect the environment. 

Earth Day Network:  www.earthday.org  
 

You may choose to look the other way, 
but you can never say that you didn’t know. 

William Wilberforce 



REFLECTION AND PRAYER 
 
During the month of April, take the opportunity to reread and pray with Pope 
Francis’s Encyclical Letter, Laudato Si’, “On Care For Our Common Home.” 
 
What is your initial reaction to the following quote? 

So I wonder about our hearts.  Have we ignored our emotional and spiritual 
connections to the planet?  Could the noise swirling around climate change – 
science, politics, media blitzes, as well as the weather disasters themselves – 

drown out the voice of a loss so profound that it rests unnamed in our 
souls?  Could our breaking hearts be part of the reason we are immobilized? 

Katharine M. Preston, Mourning for the Earth 

 
How do I feel about drawing the connection between grief — a process usually 
reserved for human loss — and climate change? 
 
Where do I find myself on the spectrum of certainty and uncertainty regarding the 
science and the possible effects of climate change? 
 
How can my faith be part of the “process of change from belief to action” in 
addressing our ecological crisis? 

WHY NOT COMBINE MARCHES? 
 

Ultimately, the two marches complement each other.  The March for Science will stand for 
the importance of science in educating the public about the threat of climate change.  This 
march strives to be non-political. 
 
The Peoples Climate March believes strongly in the need to call out the politicians who 
threaten our climate, communities, and jobs, and challenge them to put forward an alternative 
vision for an economy that works for people and planet. 
 

A sense of deep communion with the rest of nature cannot be real 
if our hearts lack tenderness, compassion and concern for our fellow human beings. 

Pope Francis, Laudato Si, (91)  

 



Closing reflection 
 

I have come to terms with the future. 

From this day onward I will walk easy on the Earth. 

Plant trees. 

Kill no living things. 

Live in harmony with all creatures.   

I will restore the earth where I am.   

Use no more of its resources than I need. 

And listen, listen to what it is telling me. 
 

Taken from M.J. Slim Hooey, Earth Prayers 
 

Further resources for prayer, etc.  
www.catholicclimatecovenant.org 

 

 
Preach the truth as if we had a million voices, for it is silence that kills the world. 

St. Catherine of Siena 

 
 

Prepared by the Peace and Justice Committee 


