
SPRING ECUADOR IMMERSION TRIP 
2-15-2017 TO  2-25-2017

OUR TRAVELERS: 

Marcia Green 

Born in 1943 as oldest of six children and lived in the San Joaquin Valley til I went 
to the University of San Francisco for my nursing degree.  That was over 55+ 
years ago! 

With that blessing I served in various hospitals mostly in the Bay Area, but as my 
own family's needs came along, I returned to San Jose State University for my 
Masters Degree in Public Health. With that skill I became a nurse/health educator 
teaching health education classes, planning health care programs, publishing 
nursing articles, and all the while 
enjoying sharing my passion and 
caring for others with compassion, 
like more of a ministry. 

My own family consisted of two 
daughters, and a son.  Now all grown 
with three grandchildren, two girls 
and one boy ages between 4 and 9 
years of age.  They all live in the Bay 
Area, it is a joy to be with them 
when their busy lives allow. 

I retired in 2002 from nursing, and 
helped my husband with our 
Navastro business, which supported 
a Stanford project which was 
researching Einstein's theory of 
relativity. A very complicated satellite 
was launched in 2006 and yes, that 
theory was proved true with a few 
more zeros added.  At peak of our 
business we employed 30 people, with 15 contractors.  I helped take care of the 
business details of assorted kinds.  I enjoyed being a business owner and enjoyed 
the management aspect as well. 



About 10 years ago, while participating in Fr. Jorge da Silva's Sunday Scripture 
Study class, father said to me, "You are a retired nurse, the people at Santee 
Mission have no nurse.  Why don't you see what you can offer them?"  That began 
what is now Our Lady of Refuge Health Ministry program.  This volunteer team 
of mostly nurses offers blood pressure and diabetes screening, education and 
referral every 3rd Sunday at Our Lady of Refuge Church, and flu vaccine once a 
year.  Other referral and information can be given as determined by nursing 
assessment. 

Early in this experience at Santee Mission, which later became Our Lady of 
Refuge Church, the people asked me to help them learn English as a second 
language so they could help their children with their homework.  I returned to St. 
Mary's, told their story, and with over 40 initial volunteers, we taught 12 weeks of 
English to about 27 parents at Santee.   

Three years ago, one of the sons of these parents was accepted to Cal Poly 
Pomona and needed a computer, and I was asked to help fund this initial need.  
From that awareness grew the Fr. Jorge da Silva Memorial Scholarship for parish 
students seeking higher education.  Presently, there are 13 scholarship students 
from OLR in assorted universities and colleges.  This scholarship is funded 
through private contributions, which I help solicit, as well as a grant from SNJM. 
and a contribution by our bishop.  Working together we are helping these families 
work their way out of poverty through education.  This truly is a passion and a 
beautiful ministry. 

Also, for the past 3 years, I have been part of the USF Vietnam Nurse Project and 
have taught nursing care in the hospitals of Ha Noi, and have served at St. An's 
Orphanage as well.  At St. An's the nurses offer physical exams to the over 80 
babies and children, and staff, and provide preventative dental care, take the 
children to the dentist for their check ups, teach health education as well as 
engaging with the children and staff of our larger human family. 

Back home, I enjoy yoga, hiking, regular morning walks, gardening, volunteering in 
the St. Mary's office on Fridays, being a Eucharistic Minister to the Sick, EM on 
Sundays, participating in Scripture study, and serving on the the Liturgy 
committee.  My husband very much enjoys sports and sporting events.....and I 
share some of those with him as well. 

I am gifted with very good health, and many talents, which I feel called to share 
with others to make my journey through this world and at this time a better 
place. 

I so look forward to being part of the Center for Working Families immersion 
group this year.  It is a blessing I have long hoped for and am now about to 
embark upon. 
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Catherine Gallagher 

My name is Catherine Gallagher and I have been 
a St. Mary’s parishioner for 33 years.  My three 
sons attended the grammar school there. When 
the trips to the Working Boys Center (as it was 
then called) started in the parish, I was intrigued 
with the idea. I have talked to many parishioners 
and other who have visited the Center including 
my godson/ nephew who made a couple of trips 
with his high school on the east coast. Work, the 
boys and my husband’s illness prevented me from 
going.  My boys are all well launched now and 
unfortunately, my husband passed away last 
summer so now is the perfect time for me to go 
to Ecuador.  I am excited to join the St. Mary’s group. 

I was a State Court judge for 25 years in Santa Clara County and retired 9 years ago.  I 
now work with an organization called JAMS resolving court disputes.  In essence, I am a 
“Rent a Judge”. Primarily I settle case through mediation but I also do some arbitration 
and judging work.  My oldest boy, Chris, is married with a 7 month old baby girl and lives 
in Walnut Creek.  My middle son, Tim, is enrolled in an MBA program and will graduate 
this May, hopefully to return to the Bay Area.  He wedding is being planned for 2018.  My 
youngest son, Kevin, is working in San Francisco.  

I am looking forward to this trip and believe it will be a worthwhile and rewarding 
experience. 

Valerie Lozowicki 

I live in Los Gatos with my husband Ed and our son, Pete. We've  been members of St. 
Mary's for more than 35 years. I was born and raised just 50 minutes away in Hayward, 
then came to Santa Clara University, where Ed and I met. 

We have three children, Christina, Natalie and Pete. The girls are both married and have 
two boys apiece. Our grandsons range in age from 10 to 2-1/2 years old. Pete is single, 
and currently working towards a second BA. 

Although we've traveled through Europe, Italy being a particular favorite, we've never 
participated in an immersion experience of this kind before, let alone visited South 
America.  
We've supported the Working Families Center since the beginning of the parish's 
relationship, and are so happy that we're finally able to see the Center's work in person. 
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I love reading, theatre, movies, traveling, family dinners and time with friends. I am very 
drawn to explore my own spiritual journey, and have been active in Centering Prayer at 
St. Mary's since it started in 2001. 

I volunteer as a St. Mary's Eucharistic Minister, and visitor to the homebound with the 
Eucharist. I just returned to the Spirituality Council. Outside activities include Spiritual 
Care visiting at O'Connor Hospital and volunteering in a grandson's classroom.  

My career path was in education, teaching, fundraising and academic and college 
counseling. 
 

Ed Lozowicki 

 I live in Los Gatos with my wife, 
Valerie, and son, Peter who is working 
on a second BA. We have two married 
daughters with their own families, one 
in San Jose and the other near Denver. 
Between them we have four grandsons. 

I was born and raised in Philadelphia 
where I attended the Jesuit Prep and 
University. Law School brought me to 
Santa Clara University where I met 
Valerie. I’ve lived in California ever 
since.  

We have been members of St. Mary’s 
for about 35 years. I've served as a 
Lector and member of the Adult Choir 
for many years. Also I participate in the 
Men’s Faith Group and Centering 
Prayer Group. I love this Parish and its people. 

In my spare time I enjoy studying Italian and voice, travel, spending time with family and 
friends, movies, and history and biography. 

A few years ago I changed my career. After 40 years as a business trial lawyer, I retired 
from private practice and now work as an independent arbitrator and mediator. It’s very 
different serving as a neutral rather than as an advocate! 

I’ve never been to South America, so this trip will be an adventure. I hope to gain some 
insight into the missionary work in Ecuador and enhance my own spiritual journey. 
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JILL MONTANARI 

Hi, I’m Jill Montanari and live in Los Gatos, CA. I grew up in San Marino (So. Cal).  I 
moved up to the San Jose Area in 1980 for work.  

I married my husband George in 1989 and we moved to Los Gatos.  I was born 
Lutheran, but went through RCIA in 1993 at St. Mary’s.  We have two great children, 
Kristin (who is on the trip with me :-) ) and Massimo who works at Testarossa Winery in 
LG. Both kids went to St. Mary’s School.  

I have travelled quite a bit, Europe,  Australia, Mexico, Canada and US,  but have a love for 
South America.  I travelled to Ecuador and Peru when I was 21, and still love coming 
back.  This will be my 5th trip to the Working Boys Center!  I am on the Partners in 
Mission, Ecuador core team at St. Mary’s.  I’m in charge of shopping for the Ecuadorian 
Crafts that we will bring back from this trip and will be sold at the St. Mary’s Ecuadorian 
Soup Supper in November. 

I love hiking, walking my dog, 
traveling, reading, watching 
basketball (Warriors) and 
being with friends.  I haven’t 
worked since my kids were 
born, but I am always busy 
with different volunteer 
projects. 

I am so excited to return to 
the WBC and Damien House 
with this great group of 
people!   It will be a 
wonderful experience. 

Kristin Montanari  

My name is Kristin Montanari and I currently live in Burlingame, but am from Los Gatos.  
I work in San Francisco at a startup called SHIFT, in the acquisitions department (I help 
people sell their car). This is my second immersion trip, my first was in Brazil when I was 
in High School.  I went to school at Sonoma State and studied a semester in Australia.    
My hobbies include playing basketball, being active and playing with the office dogs!   
I can't wait to meet all of you! 
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Julia Schmidt 

My name is Julia Schmidt, I am 19-years-old, and 
live in Dubuque, Iowa. I am currently a 
sophomore majoring inElementary Education at 
the University of Dubuque.  

I have traveled to a lot of different places in the 
States (i.e. Colorado, Florida, South Carolina, 
Washington D.C., Mississippi), but I have only left 
the country one time on a vacation to the 
Dominican Republic. This will be my very first 
immersion trip!  

As far as work, I have been a Teacher's Assistant at 
a daycare in my hometown for the last three 
years. I mainly work in the 3-year-old room, 
where we play, learn, and make lots of messes! © 
Honestly, my time at the daycare has played one 
of the largest roles in swaying me to choose my 
major. Kids are so much fun to be around, and they 
teach us so much. I truly can't imagine myself in a career that isn't dedicated t helping 
them grow in some way.   

In my free-time I like to do a lot of reading and writing. I also love doing yoga, hanging 
out with friends, and trying new and exciting things.  

I was really drawn to this immersion trip because of the variety of activities an places we 
will be visiting. I am excited to see the school, obviously, but I am also looking forward to 
getting a glimpse of other community programs.  After I graduate, I am particularly 
interested in working internationally, in some sort of service field, and I thought this trip 
would be a unique, affordable and fun way to dip my toe into this broad area.  
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Helen Stone 

My name is Helen Stone.  Currently I 
split my time between Los Gatos and 
San Francisco.  I am originally from 
Fort Walton Beach, Florida.  Serving as 
a Nurse in the US Navy took me to 
San Diego where I met my husband, a 
fellow Naval Officer.  We also lived in 
Seattle, WA, Madison, WI and St Louis, 
MO.  I have been to the Working Boys 
Center twice before.  Once with my 
daughter before she started college.  It 
had such a positive impact on us, that I 
returned the following year with my 
husband and 2 other children.  This year I am so excited to share this experience with 
my daughter, now graduated from college, my Son and his girlfriend.  In my spare time I 
enjoy swimming, tennis, gardening and sailing.  But mostly I enjoy time with family and 
friends.  In July 2016 I retired from nursing which has given me more time to do the 
things I love.  
 

 
Bronwyn Stone 
 
Hello! My name is Bronwyn Stone - I grew up in Los 
Gatos with my family, studied molecular biology at 
Berkeley, and have just started a job in Sonoma 
County doing sustainability consulting for vineyards. I 
visited the CMT once on a St. Mary's trip, then 
returned for a month while at Berkeley. I'm stoked to 
be returning. I've also travelled and volunteered in the 
Dominican Republic and Ghana and am just returning 
from a year in New Zealand. I have a great love for the 
CMT; I think their programs and attitude are unique 
and very impressive - I'm excited to return, and 
especially to share the experience with my brother, 
Lyndsay, and my mom! 
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Mike Stone 

Hi, I'm Mike Stone. I grew up in Los Gatos, 
went to school in San Luis Obispo, then 
moved to Santa Cruz to work as an engineer. 
I am currently living in a pickup truck with 
my girlfriend Lyndsay, while we drive it 
through the Central/South America. My 
biggest immersion experience comes from 
participating in Amigos de las Americas in the 
Dominican Republic. I am into surfing, 
exploring, and being outside. All of my family 
has already participated in the Ecuador 
immersion trip, and I am looking forward to 
experiencing it first hand.  

 

Lyndsay Babbitt 

Hi I'm Lyndsay Babbitt. I grew up in 
Livermore, then went to Cal Poly in 
SLO where I studied Kinesiology. After 
college I worked as a personal trainer 
& yoga teacher in Santa Cruz. Now I 
am happily 'fun-employed' and 
exploring the world! I participated in an 
immersion trip to Tijuana, where we 
helped build new houses for 
impoverished communities. During this 
immersion trip I hope to learn more 
about the Ecuadorean culture, form 
new relationships, and give back a little 
during my travels.  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Denise Leffers 

Lives in Los Gatos, CA

From Fort Wayne, Indiana


Has traveled in Europe, Mexico 
and Southeast Asia (Thailand)


HobbiesInterests:  My four-year-
old granddaughter, daughter and 
son-in-law and my large extended 
family (7 siblings); social justice 
issues, hiking, cooking, reading, 
sewing and knitting, enjoying 
nature


Work: Therapist in private practice

Volunteer: Non-profit board work, 
fundraising, physical work


I want to experience volunteer work in another country and to grow 
and deepen my faith. 


Looking forward to it!
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