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The Principle of Human 
Dignity 

In a society marred by deepening 
divisions between rich and poor, 
our tradition recalls the story of 
the last judgment (Mt. 25:31-46) 
and instructs us to put the needs 

of the poor and vulnerable first. 

(Sharing Catholic Social Teaching: 
Challenges and Directions—

Reflections of the U.S. Catholic 
Bishops) 

 

Why is this so 
Because the common good-- 

the good of society as a whole--
requires it. 

The opposite of rich and powerful 
is poor and powerless. 

If the good of all, the common 
good, is to prevail, 

preferential protection must move 
toward those affected adversely 

by the absence of power and 
the presence of privation. 

Otherwise the balance needed to 
keep society in one piece 

will be broken 
to the detriment of the whole. 

 

William J. Byron, S.J. 

 

When we encounter something that has value, 
and know it will make us better,  

we have to appropriate that value 
through conscious effort. 

We have to live up to it. 
We can't be indifferent or superficial to it. 

We shouldn’t regard it as just something possible; 
it should be an existential need. 
(Excerpt from August 20, 2015 reflection 

by Reverend Father Thuan V. Hoang.) 

 

Oh, mortals, open your eyes! 
Leonardo daVinci 

 

 

A Look Back at the August 2015 
Issues and Actions 

August's Issues and Actions directed our attention to two 
United Nations Summits:  one at the United Nation's 
Headquarters in New York City on September 25, 2015 and 
a future one convening in December 2015 in Paris.  Both 
world summits are called to address weighty global issues 
and approve action proposals. 



Next the issue called our attention to "two closely related documents" — the "Global Goals for 
Sustainable Development” (www.globalgoals.org), and the recently released encyclical by 
Pope Francis, “Laudato Si, On Care of our Common Home”  (laudatosi.com/watch).  Their 
interrelatedness is with like concerns:  the need for human dignity; the end to poverty; the 
transforming of all lives; the urgent need to protect the planet; and the necessity for 
collaborative actions. 

 
Reading the article brought to mind another UN document, the “Earth Charter,” (https://
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Earth_Charter), especially the Preamble, a part of which is quoted by 
the Pope in his encyclical.   

The Earth Charter urged us to leave behind a period of self-destruction 
and make a new start. 

Here, I would echo that courageous challenge:  
‘As never before in history, common destiny beckons us to seek a new beginning. 

Let ours be a time remembered for the awakening of a new reverence for life, 
the firm resolve to achieve sustainability, 

the quickening of the struggle for justice and peace, and 
the joyful celebration of life.’  

Laudato Si, p. 207 

 
Reading all three documents and investigating them with others are ways to take action and get 
involved. 

 
The UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon has invited Pope Francis, 
scheduled to visit the United States in September, to address many 
heads of state as well as 193 UN Member states’ leaders and 
representatives.  Pope Francis will present his much anticipated 
concerns, thoughts and insights that often echo those to whom he 
will speak, as he joins his voice to others hoping that we who call 
Earth 'home', can be awakened to all the possibilities and together 
continue to seek new beginnings. 

 
 

Pope Francis - His 2015 Itinerary in America 
Some details of his visit are set in stone, while others have not been announced and there is no 
doubt that his usual pattern of surprise will be present.  He seems to relish those off-the-cuff 
moments. 



Set Itinerary of Pope Francis 

 Sept. 22: 

 He arrives in Washington, D.C., in the evening. 

 
 Sept. 23: 

 Visits the White House in the morning, celebrates Mass at the  
 Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception, 
 during which he will canonize (proclaim a Saint)  
 Father Junipero Serra. 

 
 Sept. 24: 

 At the invitation of Speaker of the House John Boehner and Minority Leader Nancy 
 Pelosi, Francis will speak to a joint meeting of Congress, the first pope to do so.  The 
 details of his address, while not known, are expected to include his concerns for the 
 accelerated changes affecting humanity and the planet, "our common home,” the 
 subjects of his recently released encyclical. 

 
 Sept. 25: 

 Pope Francis speaks to the UN General Assembly.  He is expected to express his  
concerns about the environment and climate change, 
controversial and polarizing subjects.  He sees with clarity  

    how our conduct, our actions, our decisions, our 
conscience, and the choices we make affect everything and 
everyone, but especially the poor.  It is likely he will then  

     visit Ground Zero and St. Patrick's Cathedral. 
 
 Sept 26: 

 Francis travels to Philadelphia, "the City of Brotherly Love" 
 to participate in the World Meeting of Families.  The Pope  
 will participate in the Festival of Families Day and may 
 find the opportunity for that unscheduled surprise event or  
 visit for which he is known. 

 
 Sept 27: 

 Celebrates Mass in downtown Philadelphia.  Returns to Rome. 

 
(Up to date details of the pontiff’s trip to Cuba and the U.S. may be found on the Vatican 
website:  http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/travels/2015/outside/documents/papa-
francesco-cuba-usa-onu-2015.html.) 



 
An Addition to The Sustainable Development Goals— 

A New Target for Goal 8 
 
A new target was added to the original draft of Goal 8:  “. . . [E]radicate forced labor, end 
modern slavery and human trafficking and secure the prohibition and elimination of the worst 

forms of child labour.”  The proponents are deeply 
concerned about the possibility that this target may be 
dismissed or severely modified.  A petition supporting 
the target, directed to UN Secretary General Ban Ki-
moon from the Walk Free Foundation, together with 
disclosure information, is available at:  http://

www.walkfree.org/prioritise-slavery-in-sdgs/?
utm_source=Subscribers&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=prioritise-slavery-in-
sd.  There is still time to add your voice. 

 
As Pope Francis has emphasized,  

A sense of deep communion with the rest of nature cannot be real 
if our hearts lack tenderness, compassion and concern for our fellow human beings. 

It is clearly inconsistent to combat trafficking in endangered species 
while remaining completely indifferent to human trafficking, 

unconcerned about the poor, or 
undertaking to destroy another human being deemed unwanted. 

Laudato Si, p. 91 

 
 

The Francis Effect 

Within the Vatican grounds is a center for academic pursuits that now 
also houses the Global Freedom Network, established by Pope Francis 
over a year ago.  With an estimated 35 million human trafficking 
victims, a known 520 traffic routes and an enormous economic yield for 
the traffickers, the Network organization, an interreligious unit, works 
for an elimination of the "underlying networks and endemic issues that 
lead to human trafficking.”  ("Today's Slaves,” by Nicholas D. Sawicki). 

 
 
 
 
 
 



No stranger to the evils and negative effects of human trafficking, in 2011, Pope Francis, then 
Cardinal Jorge Borgoglio of Buenos Aires, Argentina, made the following statement at an 
International Day against Sexual Exploitation and Trafficking of Women and Children: 

 

In the city of Buenos Aires, slavery has not been abolished; 
in this city, slavery is practiced in many forms. 

In this city, workers are exploited in secret sweatshops, and 
if they are immigrants, they have no chance of escaping. 

In this city, there are children who live in the street for years! 
 
 
 

Another Francis -- October 21, 1892 
 
Francis Bellamy, gave us a document he had worked on and with for some 
two years, "The Pledge of Allegiance".  On this day children in schools across 
the country rose to their feet, faced the newly installed flag and recited the 
original 22 word pledge.  It too resonates with a common theme, as with the 
other documents mentioned, as it concludes with a resounding “. . . with 
liberty and justice for all." 

 
An obtainable goal?  Yes, with help. 

 
(For a brief history of the Pledge of Allegiance, visit:  http://www.ushistory.org/documents/
pledge.htm.) 

 

Prepared by the Peace and Justice Committee 
 

 


