
  
  

 
 

Our Lenten Journey 
Saturday, March 14, 2015 

Sisters of Notre Dame Province Center 
Sponsored by the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur Associate Community 

 
On March 14, 2015, the Sisters of Notre Dame de 
Namur Associate Community sponsored a Day of 
Reflection at the SNDdeN Province Center in Belmont, 
CA. Two retreat directors co-facilitated the day. They 
encouraged us to consider our lives in the light of 
Jesus’ life, lives both prophetic and contemplative. Both 
Marlene DeNardo, a friend and companion of Sister 
Dorothy Stang, and Claire Ronzani, versed in the 
contemplative and prophetic dimensions of the 
spirituality of Thomas Merton, guided us through the 
day.  
The morning session was a tour of the early lives of 
Dorothy and Thomas. We were brought back to their 
roots with a perspective of the times they lived, their 
family life, and their struggles. Marlene showed how 
Dorothy Stang’s roots were from a rich Irish-Catholic 
background with loving parents and several sisters and 
brothers in a joyous household. Her love of God and 
teaching guided her to become a Sister of Notre Dame, 
a teacher, and eventually a missionary to Brazil. Her 
passion for the poor was legendary. Claire described 



  
  

Merton’s life which was in contrast to Dorothy’s. 
Merton’s early years were more ‘rootlessness’. His 
family life was very unstable having lived with his artist 
parents in France and then moving to America in the 
wake of WWII. His mother died while he was quite 
young and then his father passed away by the time he 
was eleven, leaving him to end up in a boarding school 
following a fairly free life of exploration and searching. 
At this point we were challenged to consider our own 
roots and how these have shaped our own journey. 
 
The next session was looking at the spirituality of 
Dorothy and Thomas. There are many letters from 
Dorothy that include the phrase ‘…my faith sustains 
me.’ We heard letters and quotes about Dorothy 
including Marlene sharing her own personal 
experiences with Dorothy while living in the Amazon. 
She stated that Dorothy was just like us. She was not a 
person that wanted to stand out; she would be very 
comfortable talking among us and being with us. She 
was an ordinary person who did extraordinary things. 
Her faith was the Gospel and she, as all the sisters did, 
carried her bible to read to the people everyday. When 
she died she had that bible and the beatitudes focused 
on her murderers.  Claire shared Thomas’ 
transformation when he first realized an interest in 
Catholicism and found books that intrigued him. 



  
  

Leading into his own journey he eventually wrote many 
papers and books ultimately writing his autobiography 
The Seven Storey Mountain. Claire showed how his 
contemplative prayer was bringing him closer to the 
world rather than separating him even though he 
became a Trappist monk of solitude. His writings 
include over seventy books as well as notes, articles, 
and letters. 
 
The third segment of the day was discovering the love 
of nature and the environment of both Dorothy and 
Thomas. Marlene reflected on the ways Dorothy 
passionately protected the people and the rainforest 
from the rich and big-time ranchers who saw profit in 
the destruction of the Amazon. She cited how Dorothy 
would claim, “…have you heard the monkey’s cries as 
he is falling with the trees?” One could feel the pain and 
helplessness of pushing forth everyday with minimal 
success. During the 60’s Merton grew in awareness of 
social justice issues, including the civil rights movement 
and the proliferation of nuclear arms. Merton’s Prayer 
for Peace was read in the House of Representatives in 
1961,  “…Grant us to see your face in the lightning of 
this cosmic storm/…Grant us to seek peace where it is 
truly found/In your will, O God, is our peace!”  
Concluding the day, both Marlene and Claire invited us 



  
  

to share thoughts we had after discussing, listening, 
and viewing (clips and trailers of) the lives of Dorothy 
Stang and Thomas Merton. This journey was inspired 
that day by the lives of these two deeply spiritual 
guides supporting us as we all continue to travel 
through our own personal Lenten Journey. 
 
Submitted by Kathy Noether, Associate of the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur 

 
 
 
 


